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— la lampe illuminée : elle chasse
I'ignorance et I’obscurité du monde des
Trois Mauvaises Voies (la voie de I’Enfer,
la voie de I’Animalité, la voie de I’Esprit
affame) ;

— la sainteté : quelqu’un qui possede
tout le dharma précieux ;

—le vrai bouddha : le Tathdgata a I'il-
lumination parfaite et universelle.

Tous les bouddhas et bodhisattvas
mahasattva des dix directions et des trois
phases (passé, présent, futur) de I’existence
en ont fait ainsi la louange :

La grande lampe se répand partout
dans le monde du dharma,

La lampe illuminée éclaire les
Trois Mauvaises Voies,

En souhaitant jouir de ce mérite,
Nous protégeons et secourons la
prospérité du Vrai Bouddha.

Lavéritable vie ressemble effectiverent
aunréve. Cetuniversest une sorte de regle
de la vie et de la mort, il est aussi un espace
vivant, plein d’entrain. Entre la vie et lamort,
la matiere, la souffrance, la joie, la science,
la technique, I’art... ne sont que des élé-
ments de décoration.

La véritable essence ultime de la vie
est pourtant la pratique de la perfection, la
perception de la \Voie et un autre état sphé-
rique apres la mort, ce qui est inimaginable
pour le genre humain. Ici, je rappelle encore
une fois a tout le monde :

Tout ce qui est matériel est finale-
ment le vide.

! Hinayana ou le Petit Véhicule, Madhymayana ou le Moyen Véhicule, Mahayéna ou le Grand Véhicule.

Le bouddha vivant Lian-sheng, Sheng-yen Lu

Le Franchissement de [’océan de vie et de mort
«Le plus grand événement de la vie »

m  Traduit du chinois par Sandrine Fang

Copyright © Sheng-yen Lu ©2022, Editions Darong

La pratiqgue du détachement du
monde est seulement la produc-
tion conditionnée du grand événe-
ment.

C’est justement a cause de la pro-
duction conditionnée du grand évé-
nement que le Bouddha est apparu
au monde.

Nous devons correspondre a la
bodhi des Trois Véhicules?.

Tout cela ne présente pas la moindre
fausseté. Dans ma vie présente, j’ai déja fait
un assez grand effort, je me suis efforcé de
réveiller les gens qui se laissent fasciner par
le monde : il faut écarter les honneurs et les
richesses pour pouvoir cultiver correctement
son ceeur et maintenir I’essence ultime des
choses, avec laquelle on a eu une corres-
pondance.

Ceux qui s’engagent dans la voie
de I’illusion sont les étres vivants.
(Les richesses, la lasciveté, les hon-
neurs, la nourriture et le sommeil.)
Ceux qui sont éveillés sont les
bouddhas. (La bodhi.)

La vie et la mort sont une porte.

Il est manifeste que cette porte est
extrémement importante. Lamortasa propre
valeur, car, si I’'on veut la connaitre et la
pénétrer plus profondément, la mort est en
fin de compte une clé qui ouvre la Terre pure.

L’idée directrice a I’article de la mort
est trés importante.
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Le destin noué par les vies antérieure e

Je vis solitairement et je fais mes re-
traites méditatives au Lac foliacé. J'ai vaga-
bondé en pays étrangers, j’ai été le maitre de
plusieurs millions de personnes. Sheng-yen
Lu, le bouddha vivant Lian-sheng, le gourou
de diamant a la grande formule magique,
s’est complétement retiré de la vie publique,
du Monde Saha.

Je suis déja rentré de I’éclat dans I’or-
dinaire. Bien que je n’apparaisse pas devant
le monde, je continue a écrire pour porter
secours aux étres vivants. Bien que je vive
dans la solitude, ma compréhension cor-
recte, ma conduite excellente et ma pratique
correcte de la perfection ne se différencient
pas du tout de celles d’autrefois.

Je vis en solitaire.

J’ai enduré la souffrance des maladies.

Je n’ai aucune jouissance.

Je ne récrimine jamais le Ciel ni ne
m’en prends aux gens.

Je connais le destin noué par ma vie
antérieure et ma vie présente.

Je garantis aux disciples dont la foi est
ferme la véracité de ce que j’ai vraiment vu
ma vie précédente, réellement entendu mon
nom dans ma vie antérieure et véritablement
éprouvé moi-méme la Terre pure qui est le
maha Etang au Double Lotus.

Je me souviens de ma vie antérieure
ou j’avais fait un voeu supréme pour venir
au Monde Saha secourir les étres animés.
Ce veeu était effectivement grandiose :

Je porte secours aux étres vivants
jusqu’a ce que mon corps soit
broyé et mes os pulvérisés,

Je n’abandonne aucun étre animé.
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Par conséquent, en raison du veeu fait
dans ma vie antérieure et ma vie présente, il
est inévitable que je subisse les plus grandes
souffrances du corps et du ceur. Je ne regrette
pas ma retraite ni ma vie solitaire, je ne suis
pas triste d’avoir éprouvé des douleurs et
d’étre victime de tourments, car j’ai reconnu
que le cceur du genre humain est inconstant,
propre a I’apparition et a I’extinction.

Je ne me rappelle plus combien de fois
je suis venu au monde, je ne me souviens pas
non plus combien de fois je suis passé dans
I"autre monde. Cependant, dans ma conscience,
je suis bien capable de reconnaitre le passage
dans toutes ces expériences de la mort. Je ne
suis pas un homme ordinaire, la plupart des
gens ignorent complétement leur vie anté-
rieure, méconnaissent également leur vie
prochaine, sans méme savoir comment sera
leur mort.

En ce bas monde, il est probable que je
sois laseule personne possédant la compeétence
acquise pour composer ce livre.

La vie est I’envers de la mort,

La mort est I’envers de la vie,

Il ne s’agit 1a que d’une porte,
L’entrée par I3, c’est la vie,

La sortie par la, c’est la mort.
Cependant, au milieu de cela, la
facon de mourir est une chose tres
importante.

Les lecteurs de ce livre découvriront
certainement que le bouddha vivant Lian-
sheng, Sheng-yen Lu, est :

—le joyau : le plus précieux joyau su-
préme du Monde Saha ;

—lagrande lampe : elle illumine univer-
sellement le monde, sa lumiére est infinie ;
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congee. Many people came and his servants were handing them out. The servants told the landlord
inside, “Many rich people also came for the congee. We know they are not poor” The landlord said, “It's
okay. Just continue to give, whether they have money or not.” The servants said, “The neighbors also
came, even though they are financially stable.” The old landlord said, “That's fine.” Then some servants
rushed in and reported, “Someone came for a bowl and after he finished, he went for a second helping.
He even brought back a bucket.” The old landlord said, “That's okay. Let him have it. That's fine.” “No
way! He didn't come by himself, he brought his whole family, young and old. Even brought his
grandchildren!” The old landlord replied, “No problem.” “Some people came repeatedly; they'd come
every day and eat. They treat this place like a restaurant.” The old landlord still said the same thing,
“That's fine!” “Should we set a restriction at what time they can come and not otherwise?” The landlord
said, “No need, no problem.” He was fine, even when people took the congee buckets home with them;
he would have his servants prepare more. The landlord always said no problem.

The charity of this old landlord is called the act of giving without form. He gave it all. He is non-dwelling
in charity. The wicked, the worst kind of people in the village—murderers, robbers, scammers, liars, they
all came for the congee. The servant went in and told him, “Oh no! The killers, the swindlers, bandits,
rapists, they all came for your congee.” The old landlord said, “No problem. That's fine. They can all
come. It doesn't matter if they're good or bad. Just serve them all.”

Very simple, let me tell you. This is an act of giving without dwelling on form. Merit, nor non-dwelling
on merit, should not be talked about. However, Sakyamuni Buddha has said this kind of merit is
unimaginable. Therefore, the old landlord is very wealthy in each of his lifetimes. He asked for nothing
in return; he did not ask to go to heaven or to become a god. But in each lifetime, he will be rich and
healthy for innumerable kalpas.

After the pandemic when everybody can live normally again, | really hope that the Ling Shen Ching Tze
Temple [Seattle Lei Tsang Temple] can provide for everybody, neighbors, all visitors regardless of how
long they have been visiting—anybody, they are all welcome to eat. Let them come and eat, without
restrictions. Neighbors can come, the whole family can come! They can come eat here or take the food
home; they can give to their neighbors. It's completely okay. Anything is fine. We will just cook. We will
just do it until our savings is gone. We'll just sit and eat until the mountain is empty. [laughter]
Reverend Lianzi [the accountant at the Seattle temple] will complain, “Our temple has no more money,
what should | do? We're eaten up by disciples worldwide. They all come, stay and don't leave, they eat
here every day. They eat breakfast, lunch and dinner. Not only that, but they also brought all their
families. Not just their families, but their neighbors too.”

Let me tell you. It will never be all gone. It's immeasurable merit! Don't be like how right now,
you'd provide lunches but say, “Sorry, this is not for you, you've been here for too long.” Then,
you'd take the bento back. People are afraid of the masters and the reverends who will scold. The
bento had been brought out, but was taken back. [laughter] That's so awkward. If you have brought
out the food, just let them have it. It's not worth such trouble just for a bento, right?

So the immeasurable act of giving is the way to go!

Sakyamuni Buddha has said that all the bodhisattvas in their six perfections have been without forms or
phenomena. This is the key point that Sakyamuni Buddha mentioned in the Vajra Sutra: no form and no
phenomena. Grandmaster must perform bardo deliverance with no phenomena. All sentient beings,
sangha members, monks, nuns, bhikkus, bhikkunis, temple kitchens, and volunteers who provide food and
beverages, [should perform acts of giving with no phenomena] in the future, after the pandemic is over.

-To be continued-
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Lu, what are you bardo delivering?” | told the bodhisattva, “l am in the middle of delivering the spirits of
people who died from the coronavirus, any spirits with affinity.” The Worthy Leader Bodhisattva asked
again, “When True Buddha School disciples die, do you bardo deliver them?” | said, “Yes. As long as the
True Buddha Foundation was notified, | will bardo deliver the deceased together with the thousand
dharma vessels.” He then asked, if | also bardo deliver my ancestors, relatives and friends? | said yes.

The bodhisattva finally asked, and this is the key point, “How about the other bardo spirits or any spirits
who are passing by? The ones with no relations to you whatsoever—not your relatives, friends,
ancestors, disciples, nor didn't die from the coronavirus, do you bardo deliver them too?” | could not
answer, because | don't bardo deliver those without affinity nor relations with me whatsoever. The
Worthy Leader Bodhisattva told me, “Your bardo deliverance has a form. It's called bardo deliverance
with form.” | asked him, “What should | do then?” He told me that in the future | should change and
chant “Bardo spirits with affinity, bardo spirits without affinity, please get on board the dharma vessels.”
He continued, “This way your merits will become immeasurable.” The merits are unparalleled.

As spoken in the Vajra Sutra, can you measure space? No, you can't. If you perform bardo deliverance
without forms, the merits will likewise be immeasurable. It's the same concept. Therefore, you need to
perform bardo deliverance without form. You want to bardo deliver spirits with and without affinity,
whether you know them or not, whether they're part of True Buddha School or not, whether they are
your relatives and friends or not, whether they are your ancestors or not, whether they died from the
coronavirus or not, you must bardo deliver them all. Only then is it called a bardo deliverance with no
form.

That's what the Worthy Leader Bodhisattva told me. | said, “thank you.” [with palms joined] The
bodhisattva said, “loving-kindness and compassion for all, equally and unconditionally.? You want to
bardo deliver them all. Only then is the merit unparalleled. But don't keep them in mind that they have
merits, or that the merit is unparalleled. Only when you don't think about it would it be called bardo
deliverance without form.” The bodhisattva told me this.

The sutra today is Chapter Four—Non-dwelling in Marvelous Conduct.

“Subhuti, a bodhisattva should not dwell on anything. When performing acts of giving, he should not
dwell on the form of giving, nor should he dwell on sound, smell, taste, touch or anything at all.

“Subhuti, bodhisattvas should perform acts of giving in this way, without dwelling on form. Why?
Because when a bodhisattva does not dwell on anything, his merit becomes immeasurable.

“Subhuti, what does this mean? Can space in the east be measured?”

“No, World-honored One.”

“Subhuti, can space in the west, north, south, above, below in all dimensions be measured?”
“No, World-honored One.”

“So Subhuti, when a bodhisattva performs acts of giving without dwelling on form, his merits and
virtues are likewise immeasurable. Subhuti, the bodhisattvas should abide this way.”

Now, do you understand? In the past, there was a gentleman of wealth and status who provided congee
during a famine. In Cantonese, [congee] is called “juk.” The landlord had his servants cook lots and lots of
congee. During the famine, people didn't have food, and everybody was famished. They heard about this
old landlord offering congee. [Grandmaster is trying to pronounce congee in Cantonese.] Basically,
Cantonese pronunciation is in between Mandarin and Taiwanese. This old landlord was handing out
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not it. You cannot obtain it through spiritual cultivation.

For instance, you would use a tool to open something, yet after opening it, do you still need the tool?
No, right? In the Vajra Sutra it is mentioned, “like a raft, all dharma should be forsaken, much less non-
dharma.” All dharma should [eventually] be abandoned, let alone all the non-dharma.

What | mean is, that spiritual cultivation is the methods: they are the deity yoga, the preliminary
practices... There are five kinds, right? At first, merit accumulation dharma practices or the merit
accumulation path is the performance of good deeds to accumulate merits. That's one method. Then,
the preliminary dharma. Then, seeing the path where you finally recognize buddhanature. Then the path
of practice, to realize the buddhanature. Buddhanature is not practiced [buddhanature has always been
there]; instead, you should rely on these methods and tools to realize it. Lastly, there is the ultimate path,
which is the buddhanature itself. As I've said, intrinsic suchness is not to be obtained through spiritual
cultivation.? Chanting sutras and practicing dharma are just tools or means. When the intrinsic suchness
of all dharma truly appears, these tools are no longer of any use.

In the Kagyupa there are the following: first, the yoga of concentration—to train mental
concentration; second is the yoga of renunciation—to abandon all mundaneness; third, the yoga
of one taste—when you're already in union with buddhanature; lastly is the yoga of no
learning—when there's no need to learn nor practice anymore.

If you are in the cultivation of one taste, you're not yet at the very end. The intrinsic nature of all
dharma does not come from spiritual cultivation, nor is it the spiritual cultivation itself. If you are still
cultivating, then it is not the intrinsic suchness of all dharma. If one day, you no longer need to
practice and the intrinsic suchness of all dharma has appeared, then it's not spiritual cultivation
anymore [as you have reached the realm of no-learning where spiritual cultivation is abandoned].
That's what | meant. Nevertheless, you must still chant sutras and practice dharma! Only when the
intrinsic suchness of all dharma appears will you not need them anymore. You have reached the
realm of no learning or no practice. That's called the path of no learning.

Now | will expound on the Vajra Sutra. Wow, we've just only started. What time is it?

Chapter Four—Non-dwelling in Marvelous Conduct. This chapter talks about the acts of giving. Let
me first share this: Two nights ago, as Grandmaster sat down to meditate and perform the
thousand dharma vessel bardo deliverance, | invited all the bardo spirits with affinities to get on
board the dharma vessels. | chanted “Inviting and commanding all bardo spirits with affinity to
please get on board the dharma vessels.”

A bodhisattva named Worthy Leader Bodhisattva®® appeared. The bodhisattva asked me, “Grandmaster

26 SEER ANZR or dharmata is also explained by His Holiness Living Buddha Lian-Sheng in his book number 240
Gateway to Infinite Dharma Treasure, in an article entitled the Dharmata of True Sunyata.

...When a human being dies, everything stops, and his body returns to extinction. In our Tantric practice, we
need to train in the visualization of emptiness, meditation and entering samadhi. This is the intrinsic
suchness of the true emptiness...

7 Translator's Note: Grandmaster's statement is from the “ultimate” point of view. In the following discourse
15, he amended to say that spiritual practices are only to eradicate karmic hindrances, obscurations, habitual
tendencies, and other preconditionings which enshroud the buddhanature (intrinsic suchness). Once a
practitioner eliminates the above, then he will see the Intrinsic Suchness of all Dharma.
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Vajracchedika Prajnaparamita Sutra
Vajra Sutra (Diamond Sutra)
Detailed Exposition by Living Buddha Lian-Sheng,
Grandmaster Sheng-yen Lu

Discourse 14 2021-09-11

F our—Non-dwelling in Marvelous Conduct.

“Subhuti, a bodhisattva should not dwell on anything. When performing acts of giving, he should not
dwell on the form of giving, nor should he dwell on sound, smell, taste, touch or anything at all.

“Subhuti, bodhisattvas should perform acts of giving in this way, without dwelling on form. Why?
Because when a bodhisattva does not dwell on anything, his merit becomes immeasurable.

“Subhuti, what does this mean? Can space in the east be measured?”

“No, World-honored One.”

“Subhuti, can space in the west, north, south, above, below in all dimensions be measured?”
“No, World-honored One.”

“So Subhuti, when a bodhisattva performs acts of giving without dwelling on form, his merits and
virtues are likewise immeasurable. Subhuti, the bodhisattvas should abide this way.”

[The following includes one of the Q&As due to its relevance to the Vajra Sutra.]
A question from South Africa's Lianhua Yongyuan:

Grandmaster, Shimu and True Buddha school, how do you do? Grandmaster, in your book number 216,
“Q&A from the Contemporary Dharma King” on page 158, you mentioned of the Intrinsic Suchness of all
Dharma.?® You said that it cannot be obtained from spiritual cultivation. Doesn't that mean that chanting
sutras and practicing dharma are useless? Please resolve my confusion.

Let me tell you. Dharma is false! It exists only to induce your true buddha nature. Only the true buddha
nature is the intrinsic suchness of dharma. What use is your dharma practices when dharma is false? It is
correct that dharma is false. The buddhadharma is not the original intrinsic suchness.

In that book, Grandmaster wrote about the Intrinsic Suchness of all Dharma. It is buddhanature, which
exists inherently inside you. Sakyamuni Buddha had said it upon his enlightenment. He said, “It turns out
that all sentient beings have buddhanature.” That's the intrinsic suchness of all dharma. This intrinsic
suchness is not obtained through spiritual cultivation, as | wrote in the book. That is correct. It is not to
be obtained through spiritual cultivation, because spiritual cultivation is practicing by means of falsehood.
You need to practice until true buddhanature appears; this is referred as the intrinsic suchness of all
dharma. At that point, you'll let go of all cultivation. Spiritual cultivation is not the intrinsic suchness of all
dharma. It is just a kind of tool. Do you understand?

We are cultivators, so we are cultivating spiritually, right? But eventually, we must abandon this
spiritual cultivation. When you are in the state of intrinsic suchness, you don't have to cultivate
anymore. That is called the realm of no practice, the realm of no learning. That's what | meant by
writing that it is not to be obtained through spiritual cultivation. It's not the case that since you
practice day in day out, spiritual cultivation becomes the intrinsic suchness of all dharma. That's
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