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SHENG-YEN LU FOUNDATION

SYL FOUNDATION CELEBRATES
LOTUS SCHOLARS CLASS OF 2022!
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WE EXTEND OUR HEARTFELT
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR

RECENT COLLEGE GRADUATES
AMONG THEM ARE:

BfIRFAEREXSEXERTREHINE, HPH:

Anh Minh H. )
: University of Washington (Seattle)
== Major: Computer Science Lx
Travis L. EREAL (AEE) - .
University of Washington T stEHEE ) etbiy: M, .
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m Le bouddha vivant Lian-sheng, Sheng-yen Lu
m Le Franchissement de I’océan de vie et de mort
« Le plus grand événement de la vie »
m  Traduit du chinois par Sandrine Fang
m  Copyright © Sheng-yen Lu ©2022, Editions Darong

Notamment a I’égard du transfert de
I’esprit, c’est la nature des consciences au-
dessus de la huitiéme conscience ; la plupart
des religieux ordinaires et le commun du
monde ne peuvent pas le comprendre.
Seuls les grands matitres de diamant qui ont
prouvé eux-mémes la Réalité absolue de
Tathéagata sont susceptibles de connaitre
le transfert de 1’esprit.

Vu que I’ame de la personne morte
se trouve dans I’état intermédiaire, sa sixiéme
conscience et sa septiéme conscience peuvent
produire quelques effets, et cela implique
I’apparition de toutes sortes d’états négatifs.

Pour détruire ceux-ci et guider I’ame
du défunt, le maitre de diamant doit utiliser :

—le cceur du non-ceeur ;

— le cceur de la non-pensée ;

— le cceur de I’absence d’attachement
aux penseées ;

— I’absence de cceur, I’absence d’ap-
parence.

11 faut que la personne décédée sache
se libérer de I’illusion de la conscience
et de toutes les connaissances sorties des
Six Racines, des Six Impuretés et des Six
Endroits (ou s’enracinent les sensations et
les perceptions provenant de la vue, de I’ouie,
de I’odorat, du goit, du toucher, de la
pensée), ainsi qu’authentifier sa nature
propre qui est de la grande sagesse-semence.
A travers une utilisation spirituelle, son

ame rentre par I’orifice céleste a la Terre
pure de la joie parfaite, renait dans le
royaume du bouddha, et sa nature en elle-
méme s’unit avec celle du bouddha Ami-
tabha. Alors, avec plusieurs disciples et
mes petites sceurs, environ une vingtaine de
personnes qui étaient sur place, ensemble
nous avons récité le saint nom « Namo
le bodhisattva Avalokitésvara », d’une
récitation ininterrompue.

(La déité d’élection de ma défunte
mere était le bodhisattva Avalokitésvara.)

Les gens qui se trouvaient sur place
ont vu de leurs propres yeux ce procédé :
ma mere s’allongea en posture de bon augure
et, soudain, sa téte se leva doucement, et un
souffle authentique (le coeur authentique)
sortit de 1’orifice céleste au sommet de sa
téte. C’était la preuve manifeste que ma
meére s’était délivrée des Six Voies de la
transmigration et avait déja quitté les
Trois Mondes. (Apres I’incinération, elle
a laissé des reliques en forme de perle et
de fleur, ainsi que des dents.)

Par le transfert de 1’esprit, ma mere
était parvenue a I’illumination initiale et,
a travers I’éveil initial, elle avait fait usage
de son esprit, sa grande sagesse était alors
générée, et aujourd’hui elle est un grand
bodhisattva.

fin
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La lumiere diffusée par ’orifice céleste

au sommet de la téte (2)

Le maitre de diamant doit discerner le
mouvement interne du coeur de tous les
étres vivants, guider les étres animés pour
qu’ils parviennent a I’illumination initiale,
et conduire les sept premicres consciences a
entrer dans la huitiéme conscience et a ob-
tenir ainsi tous les rendements, complétement,
sans reste.

Ensuite, le maitre de diamant doit
fermer les deux orifices auditifs, les deux
orifices oculaires, les deux orifices nasaux,
Iorifice buccal, I’orifice ombilical, I’orifice
vaginal et I’orifice anal.

Seul I’orifice céleste reste complétement
libre.

Pour I’obstruction de ces orifices, il
faut se servir de la méthode de transfert de
I’esprit par I’agrégat de lumicére, ¢’est-a-dire
fermer les dix orifices de sortie avec la
lumiere du gourou-racine qui est le maitre
du maitre de diamant, la lumiére de la déité
d’¢élection et la lumicre du protecteur du
dharma.

Apreés cela, ¢’est le transfert de 1’esprit.

C’est finalement I’obtention de la
huitiéme conscience qui est le cceur de la
Réalité absolue, la sagesse-semence, le coeur
authentique dégagé depuis le non-
commencement de I’illusion de la conscience
et de toutes les connaissances. Cela permet
de ne pas manifester dans les Trois Mondes '
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I’avidité, la colére et I’ignorance, mais de
générer un cceur d’aversion envers eux.

Le maitre de diamant doit étre apte
a appliquer :

— l’agrégat de lumicere ;

— le transfert de 1’esprit.

C’est une méthode excellente, supréme
et extrémement importante qui accorde a
la personne morte qui était un commun
des mortels de son vivant, d’éprouver en
trés peu de temps, dans 1’état intermédiaire
de son ame, toutes les sagesses-semences
que les bodhisattvas ont déja prouvées,
et de réussir I’utilisation spirituelle de la
huitiéme conscience.

Voici un exemple :

Ma meére Lu Yu-nu est décédée a
Seattle, aux Etats-Unis. A Darticle de sa
mort, j’étais présent.

J’ai appliqué alors la méthode de
transfert de I’esprit par I’agrégat de lumicre.

La porte céleste fut donc ouverte ;
L’acces de I’enfer fut donc fermé ;
La Voie humaine fut donc obstruée ;
Le chemin des spectres fut donc
bouché.

IIn’y a que les maitres de diamant
qui, ayant réalis¢ le Padmakumara yoga, la
correspondance avec leur déité d’élection et
celle avec leur protecteur du dharma, sont
capables de mettre 1’agrégat de lumicre
en application.

I Le Monde du désir, le Monde de la forme, le Monde de 1’absence de forme.
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is logic.” Not dharma and not non-dharma; | will explain it clearly now.

If we study logic, we should know. A white horse is a horse, correct? So a horse is a white horse, is
that correct? Wrong! It's right that a white horse is a horse, but a horse is not a white horse. Do you
understand this? This is logic. Golden Mother told me to explain using logic to make it understandable.

What is not non-dharma? Generosity is buddhadharma, but buddhadharma is not generosity. To say
this is right. To say that buddhadharma is generosity is wrong. [By the same logic, we say that] not
non-dharma is buddhadharma is wrong. Not non-dharma seems like buddhadharma but it is not
buddhadharma. Buddhadharma itself is too vast to explain.

| went to the main chapter in Kaohsiung, Taiwan giving dharma teachings and | said, “Tzu Chi is
buddhadharma, but buddhadharma is not Tzu Chi.” There is someone from the Tzu Chi Foundation
who stood up and said, “Grandmaster, you are wrong! Tzu Chi is buddhadharma, buddhadharma is Tzu
Chi!” | told him, “You go back and ask Master Chengyen.” Master Chengyen is my elder dharma sister.
Really, | am not lying. She is a disciple of Master Yinshun and so am I. She is older than | am and | can
call her dharma sister, right? Right. Master Mingsheng is her dharma uncle, and he lived next to my
house in Taiwan—a townhouse in the Jingwu Villa, which shared the same wall with Master Yinshun. |
lived in the house further in and Master Yinshun and his personal attendant Master Mingsheng lived in
the house further out, it was called Huayu Vihara of Master Yinshun. We called Mingsheng dharma
uncle. We knew each other very well.

Please remember the explanation that Golden Mother told me regarding the not non-dharma. The
analogy is: generosity is buddhadharma, but buddhadharma is not generosity. Endurance is
buddhadharma, but buddhadharma is not endurance. Because buddhadharma is vast, right?
Everything is buddhadharma and anything you point is buddhadharma. But, if you say that
buddhadharma is [just] endurance, that's wrong. This is the explanation of the not non-dharma.
It's buddhadharma, but it's also not buddhadharma.

This explanation is taught by Golden Mother, it's very easy to understand, it's logical. A white horse is
a horse, but a horse is not a white horse. Why? Because there are white ones, black ones, brown
ones, multi-colored ones and all different types of horses. There is now also grass mud horse created
in Taiwan [a play of word, “Cao ni ma” is a curse word but is also used to refer to an alpacal. What is
going on? Jeannie Hsieh is a singer who should just sing, instead she got on stage riding on an alpaca.
There is also an artist in Taiwan called Ma Guobi, right? [laughter] Why? How come he picked such a
name? And Jeannie didn't pick any other horse but an alpaca! Really! [chuckles]

Golden Mother told me there was another part that was also unclear. Therefore, all sages are
distinguished by the unconditioned dharma. How do you explain this? Golden Mother told me that a
bodhisattva is a sage, correct? All of Four Holy Realms are sages; arhats, pratyekabuddhas, bodhisattvas
and buddhas are all sages. Let's take bodhisattvas as an example. A bodhisattva is a sage by means of
the unconditioned dharma. A bodhisattva cultivates the unconditioned dharma. He acts without any
motive and he just does it [effortlessly]. What is the unconditioned dharma? Doing but not because of
anything. | just do it in accordance with the bodhicitta of a bodhisattva. A bodhisattva generates
bodhicitta in all their actions. When | act not because of anything, that is the unconditioned dharma.

-To be continued-
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All dharma is not fixed dharma. Do you know? Tantric Buddhist Dharma was transmitted by lineage
gurus. Can you invent it yourself? You can, it is possible for the tantric lineage gurus to invent a new
dharma. There is nothing wrong; it is allowed. There are many new dharmas, and they are ever-
changing. That's why it is called there is no fixed dharma. Do ponder on this, there is no fixed dharma
spoken by the Tathagata. Sakyamuni Buddha often said, “Unspeakable”; because there is no fixed
dharma, that's why it cannot be spoken.

Om mani padme hum.

Discourse 21 2021-10-03
Seven—Nothing Gained, Nothing Spoken.

“Subhuti, what do you think? Does the Tathagata attain anuttara samyaksambodhi? Does the
Tathagata speak on the dharma?”

Subhuti replied, “In my understanding of the meaning of the Buddha's teaching, there is no fixed
dharma called anuttara samyaksambodhi, and there is no fixed dharma spoken by the Tathagata. Why?
Because all teachings of the Tathagata cannot be held and cannot be spoken. They are not dharma, and
they are not non-dharma. Therefore, all sages are distinguished by the unconditioned dharma.”

Now we will expound on the Vajra Sutra. We will expound Chapter Seven—Nothing Gained,
Nothing Spoken.

During my practice last night, Golden Mother told me, “What you talked about last night was quite
vague. Not everybody understood, only a few people understood it. You must clarify.” | said, “Even if
| repeat it, they still will not understand.” [chuckles] She said, “You need to use analogies to explain.”
Sakyamuni Buddha likes to use analogies when giving dharma teachings.

Yesterday, | talked about anuttara samyaksambodhi. What does it mean? “Does the Tathagata attain
anuttara samyaksambodhi? Does the Tathagata speak on the dharma?” Subhuti replied, “In my
understanding of the meaning of the Buddha's teaching, there is no fixed dharma called anuttara
samyaksambodhi.” This is correct. When you become a bodhisattva, you would not think you are a
bodhisattva. If you often think that you are a bodhisattva, then you “hold” something; it's that easy.
When you attain anuttara samyaksambodhi, you don't constantly tell everyone that you have attained
anuttara samyaksambodhi. You would not say such thing. If you proclaim that you have attained
anuttara samyaksambodhi, [that only indicates that] you have not attained it. Those who truly have
attainment will not say it. A bodhisattva will not say that he is a bodhisattva. He is already a
bodhisattva, he does not need to say that he is a bodhisattva. Do you understand? | will tell you that
this is simply what the Buddha meant.

Because all teachings of the Tathagata cannot be held and cannot be spoken. They are not dharma,
and they are not non-dharma. Yesterday we talked about not dharma and not non-dharma. We now
understand “not dharma,” but we don't know about “not non-dharma.” | explained yesterday that not
non-dharma means that there seems to be dharma, and there seems to be non-dharma. But Golden
Mother said, “That is too vague!” What is too vague? Golden Mother told me, “Logic. Remember, this
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How pure is your unconditioned dharma? Is there anything that is held? Of course, the
unconditioned dharma means there is nothing to be held. Is it done for any reason? No, it's not
done for any reason. You'd just naturally do good; never do evil, always do good. Once you've
done it, it's the same as if you have not done so. Even after you have spoken, it's as if you have
not spoken. The Vajra Sutra is very deep and profound. Don't underestimate it. Do you think it's
easy to explain it? No, it's not easy to explain!

There are different levels of the unconditioned dharma. What is your purity level? In Tantric Buddhism,
there is the so-called purity levels. What is it? When you are completely pure, that would be the true
unconditioned dharma.

To compare, if your purity is on level two, you will ascend to the second ground of bodhisattvahood.
If your purity is on level four, then you're a bodhisattva of the fourth ground. If your purity is on
level eight, that is a bodhisattva of the eighth ground. If your purity is on level ten, then you are a
bodhisattva of the tenth ground. If your purity is on level twelve and a half, based on the teaching in
Tantrayana, then you are a bodhisattva of the twelfth and a half ground. Once you reach the purity
of the thirteenth level, that's the ground of the Five Dhyani Buddhas. If the purity is on level sixteen,
that's Adharma Buddha, the Primordial Buddha.

Inside our body, we have five cakras. These five cakras represent ten grounds. One cakra represents
two grounds. When you open the secret cakras, you reach the second ground. If you open the navel
cakra, you reach the fourth ground. If you open the heart cakra, you reach the sixth ground. If you
open the throat cakra, you reach the eighth ground. If you open the brow cakra, you are a bodhisattva
of the tenth ground. If you open the crown cakra, then you reach the twelfth ground. If you open the
topknot, you reach the twelfth and a half ground. This is how you reach all the way to buddhahood.
Those are differentiating. This is what | meant by distinguished by the unconditioned dharma.

What is the proportion of your purity, i.e. purity level? You don't want to be a mundane being who
has done charity, but want to see it in the newspaper, hold a press conference, expect photojournalists
and reporters to come. “See, | have done good deeds, everybody knows that | am a good person.” If
that's so, you are not qualified to become a bodhisattva or a buddha; you can only go to the heavens.
What is a bodhisattva? A bodhisattva is there always for others, never for oneself; essentially thinking
for others but not thinking for oneself. Only when such qualities are fulfilled could one be called a
bodhisattva. If you're always think of yourself, you have a “self”; as such, you're not a bodhisattva. The
most you can reach are the human and heavenly realms. A bodhisattva is always thinking for others,
never thinking of “I,” never for oneself. Only then one is called a bodhisattva. However, there are also
differences [among the bodhisattvas].

What is the meaning of all sages are distinguished by the unconditioned dharma? What is not
dharma and not non-dharma? All teachings of the Tathagata cannot be held and cannot be
spoken. There is no fixed dharma spoken by the Tathagata.
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Vajracchedika Prajnaparamita Sutra
Vajra Sutra (Diamond Sutra)
Detailed Exposition by Living Buddha Lian-Sheng,
Grandmaster Sheng-yen Lu

Discourse 20 2021-10-02

S even—Nothing Gained, Nothing Spoken

“Subhuti, what do you think? Does the Tathagata attain anuttara samyaksambodhi? Does the
Tathagata speak on the dharma?”

Subhuti replied, “In my understanding of the meaning of the Buddha's teaching, there is no fixed dharma
called anuttara samyaksambodhi, and there is also no fixed dharma spoken by the Tathagata. Why?

Because all teachings of the Tathagata cannot be held and cannot be spoken. They are not dharma,
and they are not non-dharma.

Therefore, all sages are distinguished through the unconditioned dharma.”?®

It is true that the Vajra Sutra destroys everything. Do you gain anything? The other day | asked
Tenzin Gyatso, “What would you gain a hundred years from now?” “Nothing gained,” [Tenzin
replies]. Then | would ask, “Then why do you study? Why do you want to study?” Let me tell you,
please be seated. This is how you should answer: “Because | want to study to enrich my knowledge
so | can understand what Grandmaster is talking about; to comprehend nothing gained and nothing
spoken.” [applause] This is the correct answer. You want to gain the understanding of why there is
nothing to gain and why there is nothing to speak. You want to comprehend this. That's why today,
I'm still expounding the title Nothing Gained, Nothing Spoken. Sakyamuni Buddha seemed to have
given dharma teachings, but also did not seem to have given dharma teachings. That is the reality.

Why is this? Subhuti said, “Therefore, all sages are distinguished by the unconditioned dharma.” What
is the unconditioned dharma? Unconditioned means doing anything for no reason at all. | don't do it
because of anything. No whys. [Unlike] say, | did good and helped a lot of people today, so tomorrow
I'll check whether my good deeds are reported in the newspaper or on television. | would feel good
when | see myself doing good deeds. If | had done great charity yet it wasn't published in the media,
then | will not do it again. Those [deeds] are conditional, they are not the unconditioned dharma.

What is the unconditioned dharma? It is what Jesus said, “Do not let the left hand knows the good
deeds done by the right hand.” He is a very wise guru. Jesus stated the Intrinsic Emptiness of the
Threefold Wheels. You'd do it not for anything, [no reason, no purpose, no motive, no nothing];
that'd be the the unconditioned dharma. If you do things for even some small something, then that
would be dharma with conditions. Therefore, the sages are different. All sages are distinguished by
the unconditioned dharma.

36 Asamskrita means doing without any reason whatsoever, acting or behaving unconditionally, without motives
nor exertion
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