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Te bouddha vivant Lian-sheng, Sheng-yen Lu
Le Franchissement de I’océan de vie et de mort

« Le plus grand événement de la vie »
Traduit du chinois par Sandrine Fang
: Copynght © Sheng-yen Lu ©2022, Edltlons Dalong

Je mentionne encore un fait réel :

Un vieillard atteint de démence ne savait
pas du tout que son fils et sa belle-fille étaient
morts dans un accident de voiture.

Personne ne I’avait mis au courant, cela
ne servait a rien, parce qu’il était radicalement
dément et ne reconnaissait plus personne.
Quand il fut entré en agonie, il prononga
pourtant bien clairement : « Mon fils et ma belle-
fille sont venus m’accueillir. Ils sont morts
depuis longtemps, pourquoi personne ne m’a
tenu au courant ? »

Les gens qui ’entendirent furent surpris.

Voici un autre cas :

Un moribond vit tous ses défunts parents
se mettre autour de lui, et il les appela I’un
aprés ’autre, sans oublier personne, sauf un.

Tout le monde lui demanda curieusement :

— Pourquoi n’est-il pas venu vous
accueillir ?

La personne agonisante se mit a rire
et répondit :

— Comment oserait-il ne pas venir
m’accueillir ? De son vivant, il avait peur de moi,
il n’a donc pas eu le courage de se présenter,
mais il est tout de méme venu et il se cache
juste derriere la porte.

Le mourant avait pointé son doigt. Tout
le monde était effrayé.

En outre, ma grand-mere, qui est décédée,
quand elle était a I’agonie, avait vu des défunts
parents proches venir I’accueillir. Elle ne voulait
pas partir, elle les avait frappés avec un marteau
en fer jusqu’a I’épuisement. Apres quoi elle
avait rangé ’outil et s’en était allée. (Cette
histoire est déja mentionnée dans les premiers
livres que j’ai écrits.)

Les mourants voient des gens décédés
venir les recevoir, ou leur donner une féte. Ce
que I’on entend le plus souvent de la bouche
des agonisants, ¢’est qu’ils voient des gens morts.
Est-ce qu’ils ont tous des hallucinations ?

Ou bien ne s’agit-il pas d’illusion ?

Evidemment, ce n’est pas une bonne
situation de voir des personnes mortes venir
nous accueillir. Je considére que c’est le monde
des morts et qu’il fait partie des six voies de
la réincarnation, ¢’est un état ténébreux ou I’on
ne peut jamais acquérir la voie de la délivrance.

Pour ce phénomeéne de I’ ceil terrestre
chez les moribonds, on ne dit pas s’il s’agit
d’une illusion ou non, mais la probabilité de
sa véridicité est pourtant bien élevée. Les
agonisants se trouvent dans un monde binaire,
ils sont prés de mourir mais ne sont pas encore
morts, tout ce qu’ils ont vu est pourtant si réel,
ce serait le meilleur moment si on leur donnait
a cet instant des instructions sur la voie de
la délivrance.

fin
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Ce n’est pas ma découverte personnelle,
beaucoup de gens en sont informés, non seulement
les Orientaux, mais aussi les Occidentaux.

Lors de I’agonie, la personne mourante
peut voir les gens morts ou les autres ames.
Cependant, le monde médical considére que
cette situation est une « hallucination ».

Le monde médical estime que si [’on
ne dort pas, sil’on ne se repose pas pendant
vingt-quatre heures, si le sommeil ou le repos
manquent pendant trois jours et trois nuits,
cela peut générer des illusions.

Des chercheurs du bouddhisme ont dit
que le dharma bouddhique constitue la prajia
samddhi.

La prajiia samddhi est le samdadhi de
la manifestation des bouddhas qui se tiennent
debout, ¢’est-a-dire que si I’on réussit la réa-
lisation de la mise en application de cette sa-
mddhi, on peut voir tous les bouddhas des dix
directions, ils sont 1a, en face et debout.

Pour voir I’apparition du bouddha, il
faut persévérer dans la pratique, en s’abstenant
de s’asseoir et de dormir, du matin au soir et
du soir au matin, soit qu’on marche, soit qu’on
se tienne debout, et on récite attentivement,
pendant une échéance de quatre-vingt-dix
jours, I’épithéte honorifique du bouddha
Amitabha. Voila la méthode de la prajria
samddhi.

Cependant, si pendant quatre-vingt-dix
jours, on n’a pas le droit de s’asseoir ni de

-

dormir, on récite sans arrét, le matin comme
le soir, le nom du bouddha, et on ne se tient qu’a
une corde suspendue quand on est fatigué,
pour les gens qui apprennent le bouddhisme
et le monde scientifique contemporain, il y aura
certainement des hallucinations.

D’apreés les scientifiques, si un skieur
de marathon skie pendant vingt-quatre heures,
sans répit, il pourrait, durant sa pratique, voir
des gens déformés ou des images étranges se
trouver a ses cOtés.

Ils tiennent pour certain que ce sont des
hallucinations.

Quant a la vision saisie par I’ ceil terrestre
du mourant, je n’ai pas I’intention de I’étudier
ici, je ne donne ni mon approbation ni ma
désapprobation. Mais je vais citer un exemple
réel, et tout le monde pourra s’y reporter ou
I’examiner.

Un agonisant vit son meilleur ami, décédé,
se tenir debout a son chevet.

Il raconta : « Il porte un costume, sa
chemise est de couleur rouge, un stylo a plume
se trouve dans sa poche. »

L’agonisant n’avait jamais assisté aux
funérailles de son ami. La chemise rouge lui
avait été mise au dernier moment, et le stylo
a plume était un cadeau de sa sceur, offert dans
ses derniers moments.

Les gens qui entendirent cela furent
étonnés.



is magnificent. If | had not explained this clearly today, no one would understand its real meaning. That is
all for today. It was still a very good discourse even if we only talked about this paragraph.

Om mani padme hum.

Discourse 302021-11-06

Ten—Magnificent>® Pureland

The Buddha asked Subhuti, “What do you think? Did the Tathagata obtain anything from the
dharma at Dipamkara Buddha's place?”

Subhuti replied, “No, World-honored One. When the Tathagata was with Dipamkara Buddha, he did
not obtain anything from the dharma.”

“Subhuti, what do you think? Do the bodhisattvas adorn the buddhaland?”

Subhuti replied, “No, World-honored One. Why? Because adorning is not adorning; it is [merely] called
adorning.”

“That is so, Subhuti. All bodhisattvas and mahasattvas should generate this pure mind, they should
not give rise to the mind which dwells on forms, nor on sound, smell, taste, touch, or anything at all.
They should instead give rise to the mind which does not dwell on anything.

“Subhuti, if someone has a body as big as Mount Meru, is his body big? What do you think?”

Subhuti replied, “Very big indeed, World-honored One. [However,] the Buddha says that [only a]
non-body is called a big body.”

Now, we will expound the Vajra Sutra's Chapter Ten—Magnificent Pureland.

“That is so, Subhuti. All bodhisattvas and mahasattvas should generate this pure mind, they should not give
rise to the mind which dwells on forms, nor on sound, smell, taste, touch, or anything at all. They should
instead give rise to the mind which does not dwell on anything.”

We will expound this part today, as the excerpt following it is of a different [topic]. A very famous phrase
is in today's excerpt: “Should give rise to the mind which does not dwell on anything.”

There is a story behind this famous phrase. The Sixth Patriarch Huineng heard his neighbor chanting the
Vajra Sutra. When he heard the phrase should give rise to the mind which does not dwell on anything, he
was awakened and immediately gained an understanding. We with the surname Lu, are amazing. The
Sixth Patriarch also had the surname Lu, and he was referred to as Cultivator Lu. He immediately gained
enlightenment upon hearing the phrase should give rise to the mind which does not dwell on anything.

-To be continued -

56 Viyuha was translated to Chinese as ¥{§, which has been translated to English as dignified. Vyuha means
magnificence, splendor, adornment as well as supernormal qualities.

57 Translator's Note: This phrase means that the buddhaland is magnificent as is, the bodhisattvas are magnificent as
they are and the buddhas too are magnificent as they are. It does not matter if they are adorning or not, they are all
magnificent. Magnificent is just a term or name, and all names are created for a convenience, but even then, it may

not be so fixated. Once the purpose is served, there is no longer any meaning to the name. In other words, there is

no adorning in the buddhaland [as everything is magnificent as is]. Adorning is [merely] a name.
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“Subhuti, what do you think? Do the bodhisattvas adorn the buddhaland?” Subhuti replied, “No,
World-honored One. Why? Because adorning is not adorning; it is [merely] called adorning.”
Bodhisattvas are inherently magnificent, the buddhas are likewise inherently magnificent. How magnificent
the appearance of a buddha is? It shows thirty-two marks of perfection or major characteristics of a great
man® and eighty minor exemplary characteristics. We all know what the thirty-two major marks and eighty
minor marks are.

Long earlobes that touch the shoulders are one of the marks. You see, Grandmaster's ears can touch the
shoulders. [Grandmaster jokingly raises his right shoulder to touch his right ear. Laughter.] The eyebrows
are like the Moon, the eyes are full of wisdom, the nose like Mount Meru, the mouth neither big nor
small—particularly, not this big [Grandmaster points to his cheeks to show the mouth cannot be that
wide], the tongue so long and wide that it can cover the whole face when it sticks out. When standing
upright, the hands can reach below the knees. Also, the mark of a thousand-spoked wheel on the soles
of the feet. These are [some of the] thirty-two major and eighty minor characteristics of a great man.

There is a type of magnificence called the “six magnificence.” They are external adornments such as
earrings, three strings of mala beads and necklaces hanging on the chest, bracelets and anklets. These
are the six or seven external magnificence, which sometimes are worn when one appears [in public].
They are external adornments.

The bodhisattvas and buddhas are magnificent by nature. The buddhaland is also magnificent. When the
bodhisattvas arrive in the buddhaland, as magnificent as they are, they do not add to the magnificence of
the buddhaland. They are all naturally magnificent, that is to say that they are all inherently magnificent.

As you know, the Western Paradise [Sukhavati] has trees, lakes, as well as beautiful palaces. There is no
freezing winter or scorching summer. It is neither too hot nor too cold—the temperature is just right.
There, you will find seven-treasure trees and eight-meritorious water which form lakes. There are beautiful
pavilions and terraces. The ground is covered with gold. Celestial garments hang on the trees, and you can
wear any of them. Whatever food you desire will appear in front of you. You live in golden or silver
dwellings, travel on clouds that appear instantaneously upon the thought.

Naturally, everything is wondrously magnificent; it is not adorned, and it is not deliberately made
magnificent. The magnificence is there all along, nothing has been done to it. Magnificent yet not
[made] magnificent, and because it is not [made] magnificent, it is magnificent.

The bodhisattvas do not deliberately create magnificence as they are already magnificent to begin with.
The buddhas also do not deliberately make themselves look magnificent as they are already inherently
magnificent. They are all magnificent, so what is there to adorn? Because it is not [made] magnificent, it is
magnificent. This statement is now clear to you, right?

[Perhaps] you just read the sutra without understanding it. “Subhuti, what do you think? Do the
bodhisattvas adorn the buddhaland?” Subhuti replied, “No, World-honored One.”

Of course, the bodhisattvas do not adorn the buddhaland. Why? Such a magnificent buddhaland is not and
cannot be deliberately adorned; it is already magnificent as is. Only then is it called magnificent.

This is a short statement, yet if it is not explained clearly, you will not understand it. Bodhisattvas are
inherently magnificent, buddhas are inherently magnificent, and the purelands are inherently magnificent.
Hence, no one needs to make them magnificent as they are all magnificent already.

So the phrase “not magnificent is magnificent” means that only when it is not [made] magnificent that it

%5 Mahapurusa laksana
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“No, World-honored One. When the Tathagata was with Dipamkara Buddha, he did not obtain
anything from the dharma.” This statement is the key point today. It [buddhanature] is already in
you! And it cannot possibly be obtained. Therefore, there is nothing to gain!

Om mani padme hum.

Discourse 29 2021-10-31

Ten—Magnificent®® Pureland

The Buddha asked Subhuti, “What do you think? Did the Tathagata obtain anything from the dharma at
Dipamkara Buddha's place?”

Subhuti replied, “No, World-honored One. When the Tathagata was with Dipamkara Buddha, he did not
obtain anything from the dharma.”

"Subhuti, what do you think? Do the bodhisattvas adorn the buddhaland?”

Subhuti replied, “No, World-honored One. Why? Because adorning is not adorning; it is [merely] called
adorning.>*

“That is so, Subhuti. All bodhisattvas and mahasattvas should generate this pure mind, they should not give
rise to the mind which dwells on forms, nor on sound, smell, taste, touch, nor anything at all. They should
instead give rise to the mind which does not dwell on anything.

“Subhuti, if someone has a body as big as Mount Meru, is his body big? What do you think?”

Subhuti replied, “Very big indeed, World-honored One. Why? Because the Buddha says that [only a] non-
body is called a big body.”

Okay, let us now expound the Vajra Sutra, [this time] on Chapter Ten—Magnificent Pureland. At this time,
Sakyamuni Buddha asked again, “Subhuti, what do you think? Do the bodhisattvas adorn the buddhaland?”
Subhuti replied, “No, World-honored One. Why? Because adorning is not adorning; it is [merely] called
adorning.

Here is the question again, and it is astounding. “Do the bodhisattvas adorn the buddhaland?” No, the
bodhisattvas do not adorn the buddhaland. And there is no adorning in the buddhaland. Why are the ones
adorning the buddhaland not magnificent, yet called magnificent? Why? Magnificence is [merely] a name.

You must understand its meaning, and not just read it.

53 Vyuha was translated to Chinese as iif'&%, which has been translated to English as dignified. Vyuha means
magnificence, splendor, adornment as well as supernormal qualities.

54 Translator's Note: This phrase means that the buddhaland is magnificent as is, the bodhisattvas are magnificent as
they are and the buddhas too are magnificent as they are. It does not matter if they are adorning or not, they are all
magnificent. Magnificent is just a term or name, and all names are created for a convenience, but even then, it may

not be so fixated. Once the purpose is served, there is no longer any meaning to the name. In other words, there is

no adorning in the buddhaland [as everything is magnificent as is]. Adorning is [merely] a name.
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Vajracchedika Prajnaparamita Sutra

Vajra Sutra (Diamond Sutra)

Detailed Exposition by Living Buddha Lian-Sheng,
Grandmaster Sheng-yen Lu

Discourse 28 2021-10-30

7-en—Magnificent5’ Pureland

The Buddha asked Subhuti, “What do you think? Did the Tathagata obtain anything from the dharma at
Dipamkara Buddha's place?”

Subhuti replied, “No, World-honored One. When the Tathagata was with Dipamkara Buddha, he did not
obtain anything from the dharma.”

“Subhuti, what do you think? Do the bodhisattvas adorn the buddhaland?”

Subhuti replied, “No, World-honored One. Why? Because there is no adorning in the buddhaland [as
everything is magnificent as is]. Magnificence is [merely] a name.>?

“That is so, Subhuti. All bodhisattvas and mahasattvas should generate this pure mind, they should not give
rise to the mind which dwells on forms, nor on sound, smell, taste, touch, nor anything at all. They should
instead give rise to the mind which does not dwell on anything.

“Subhuti, if someone has a body as big as Mount Meru, is his body big? What do you think?”

Subhuti replied, “Very big indeed, World-honored One. Why? Because the Buddha says that [only a] non-
body is called a big body.”

It is you yourself who attain buddhahood! Buddhahood is not to be given by your guru. Grandmaster
only points to the Moon. My finger points to the Moon, and you would see the Moon. This is how it is.

Sakyamuni Buddha's teachings [buddhadharma] is full of the unsurpassed supreme wisdom. The Vajra
Sutra itself contains such supreme wisdom of the Tathagata. This wisdom is not something that an
ordinary being can fathom. The Vajra Sutra is a condensed Mahaprajnaparamita Sutra, and the Heart
Sutra is the condensed Vajra Sutra. [All these three sutras] contain the wisdom of the Tathagata and
the quintessence is in the Heart Sutra and the Vajra Sutra. The Heart Sutra is the shortest, and most
people can chant and even memorize it.

If you are truly enlightened, you can immediately understand every sutra you read. If you have not gained
enlightenment, then you find any sutra a hindrance. Memorizing or the daily chanting of the Heart Sutra or
the Vajra Sutra is not as meaningful as [its clear understanding]. [For instance,] the Sixth Patriarch [Huineng]
was immediately enlightened upon hearing the statement, “The mind should arise without dwelling on
anything.” Imagine that, only one statement!

51 Vlyuha was translated to Chinese as Jf/8%, which has been translated to English as dignified. Vyuha means
magnificence, splendor, adornment as well as supernormal qualities. Here we chose to translate #1/& as magnificent.

52 Translator's Note: This phrase means that the buddhaland is magnificent as is, the bodhisattvas are magnificent as
they are and the buddhas too are magnificent as they are. It does not matter if they are adorning or not, they are all
magnificent. Magnificent is just a term or name, all names are created for a convenience, but even then, it may not

be so fixated. Once the purpose is served, there is no longer any meaning to the name.
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