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Le bouddha vivant Lian-sheng, Sheng-yen Lu

m Le Franchissement de I’océan de vie et de mort

« Le plus grand événement de la vie »
m Traduit du chinois par Sandrine Fang

m Copyright © Sheng-yen Lu ©2022, Editions Darong

En fait, sauf si le défunt est retenu
par une partie du pouvoir du karma, il est
effectivement entierement libre. Bien que
I’endroit de la transmigration d’une ame
soit déterminé par le pouvoir karmique,
la force de la pratique personnelle et I’ins-
truction d’un grand homme sage et de-
bonnaire sont aussi tres importantes.

On voit bien que, dans le Satra du
veeu primordial du bodhisattva Ksitigarbha,
le bodhisattva Ksitigarbha est le grand sage
débonnaire. Si le mourant génére une
puissance de la pratique, laquelle se joint
a I’instruction d’un grand homme sage
et bienveillant, I’intention du défunt, a
I’article de la mort, c’est incontestablement
de partir avec son gourou, sa déité d’élection
et son protecteur du dharma. Les six refuges
servent précisement a réveiller facilement
I’intention du défunt.

Générer la puissance par la pratique,
c’est le meilleur.

Quant a I’instruction d’un grand
homme sage et débonnaire, elle ressemble
aceci:

— lamesse des défunts, que I’on voit
dans la religion catholique ;

— les priéeres faites par les religions
islamique et chrétienne;

— laliturgie célébrée dans I’hindouisme ;

— le chant rituel du bouddhisme
exotérique (pour délivrer I’ame du défunt
de I’état de souffrance) ;

— la délivrance par I’audition dans
I’état intermédiaire, effectuée par le boud-
dhisme tantrique.

Personnellement, je suis d’avis que les
athées sont le groupe le plus catastrophique,
ils manquent completement d’appui et
négligent la force de I’exaucement. Apres
leur mort, ils sont non seulement influencés
par la puissance de leurs propres karmas,
mais aussi par celle du karma de leurs
parents proches. Pour ce genre de morts, il
est fort difficile de renaitre dans le royaume
du bouddha, a la Terre pure.

Méme si un grand sage bienveillant
leur donne des instructions, ils soutiennent
avec opiniatreté leurs vues et n’y ajoutent
radicalement pas la foi. s sont complétement
détourneés par la puissance de leurs propres
karmas, ils estiment méme que le grand sage
débonnaire jacasse trop, et ils continuent
alors a s’engager dans la voie dangereuse.

Les gens qui manquent de I’appui de
la croyance agissent exactement comme ca.

fin
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La claire lumiere du bouddhisme tantrique (2)

Je trouve qu’il est trés important pour
les pratiquants du bouddhisme tantrique
de penser souvent aux Trois Racines fon-
damentales?, car elles sont justement des
appuis, des soutiens au moment ou ils
sont a I’article de la mort.

En temps habituel, vous ne croyez
enrien, vous ne croyez qu’a I’argent. Est-
ce que I’argent peut vous sauver ?

Si I’on a une croyance et qu’on pense
souvent aux Trois Racines fondamentales,
le gourou pourra se présenter, la déite
d’élection pourra se manifester, le défenseur
du dharma pourra se montrer. Tout cela
témoignera de la claire lumiere de la re-
naissance a la Terre pure.

Il faut donc :

— namo-gou-lou-bei (transcription
phonétique) : la prise du refuge aupres du
gourou-racine ;

— namo-bou-da-yeh (transcription
phonétique) : la prise du refuge dans le
bouddha ;

— namo-da-mo-yeh (transcription
phonétique) : la prise du refuge dans le
dharma ;

— namo-seng-kia-yeh (transcription
phonétique) : la prise du refuge aupres des
saints et des moines bouddhistes ;
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— namo-ben-tsun-yeh (transcription
phonétique) : la prise du refuge dans la deité
d’election heureusement prédestinée ;

— namo-rou-fa-yeh (transcription
phonétique) : la prise du refuge dans les
protecteurs venérables doués de sensibilité.
(Ce sont les six refuges du bouddhisme
tantrique.)

Les refuges du bouddhisme tantrique,
ce sont justement les trois refuges du
bouddhisme exoteérique et les refuges dans
le gourou, la déité d’élection et le protecteur
du dharma. Padmakumara, le gourou-
racine de I’école du Vrai Bouddha, est
I’une des déités d’élection. L’école du Vrai
Bouddha est constituée de huit déités
d’élection personnelle?.

Ici, je souligne la grande importance
de suivre un gourou et une pratique ; on peut
dire « un gourou, une pratique, une déité
d’élection », car il y a déja dans la pratique
une communication avec le gourou, la
déité d’élection et le protecteur du dharma.

Pour ceux qui ont une croyance et qui
mettent réellement la théorie en application,
ils se rendront, dans I’état de conscience,
al’endroit décidé par la puissance de leur
pratique.

! Le gourou (le Grand Maitre, le maitre spirituel), la déité personnelle (la déité d’élection), le défenseur du

dharma (la messageére de I’espace).

2 Les huit déités d’élection : Padmakumara, le bouddha Amitabha, le bouddha de la médecine, le bodhisattva
Avalokitésvara, Padmasambhava, le bodhisattva Ksitigarbha, le bodhisattva Tsende, le bodhisattva Jambala

jaune.



The Buddha told Subhuti, “On the other hand, if there is a good man or good woman who upholds this
sutra, and expounds it to others, even if it is only the four-line verse, his blessings and merits will exceed
the former.”

Ok, now we will expound the Vajra Sutra's Chapter Eleven—Supreme Merits Without Condition. What
is “without condition”? When one acts or does anything without condition, it is like a mind that arises
without dwelling on anything. Without dwelling is without condition, it is unconditional.®®

In chapter eleven, we compare the merits and blessings between two conducts. Sakyamuni Buddha
often used analogies such as in the following sentence, which some people may not understand. Pay
attention! This sentence is not easy to explain.

“Subhuti! What do you think? Should there be as many Ganges Rivers as there are grains of sand in the
Ganges River, would the number of the grains of sand in those rivers be numerous?” Subhuti replied,
“Very numerous, World-honored One. The number of those rivers would be countless, and even more
so the grains of sand in them.”

Sakyamuni Buddha continued, “Subhuti! | shall tell you truthfully, if there is a good man or good woman
who fills as many billion-fold universes as those grains of sand with seven kinds of precious jewels as an act
of giving, would their blessings be tremendous?” Subhuti replied, “Tremendous indeed, World-honored One!”
The Buddha told Subhuti, “On the other hand, if there is a good man or good woman who upholds
this sutra, and expounds it to others, even if it is only the four-line verse, his blessings and merits will
exceed the former.”

This is a comparison of blessings and merits. Sakyamuni Buddha really liked using metaphors! There were
two he especially liked: Mount Meru to symbolize the large and tall, and the sand of the Ganges River to
symbolize the infinite. Anyone who has been to India would know the Ganges! Grandmaster once visited
India and went to Varanasi, a five-thousand-year-old ancient city. India is one of the four ancient civilizations,
the others being China, Babylon, and Egypt. Babylon has since disappeared, leaving only Egypt, India, and
China. These are countries with over five thousand years of civilization. Varanasi has existed for five thousand
years and lies on the banks of the Ganges. The Indian people regard the Ganges as a sacred river, much like
the Chinese with the Yangtze and Yellow Rivers—their most important rivers. Once, we rode a boat on the
Ganges [during our tour].

Again, Sakyamuni Buddha liked using the sand of the Ganges as an analogy. The first sentence stated
that the sand of the Ganges—which runs across India—is undeniably countless. As such, it represents
the innumerable. Whenever Sakyamuni Buddha mentions the sand of the Ganges, it connotes the
uncountable and infinite.

Yet here, there was more mentioned by the Buddha that some people may have missed. “Should there
be as many Ganges Rivers as there are grains of sand in the Ganges River”? What is meant by this? The
Buddha said, “It is as if every grain of sand is another Ganges River.” Very few people understand this
statement. It is taking each grain of sand to represent one Ganges River! The number of grains in one
river is already countless; if each grain represents one river, how much more sand would there be? It's
impossible to count! This [analogy] denotes the innumerable.

52 Trichiliocosm or in Sanskrit, Tri-sahasra-maha-sahasra-lokadhatu, literally it means the three-thousand-
great-thousand worlds, or billion-fold universes.

83 {1 % wu wei is translated as without condition (unconditional) here. It has been translated as non-action or
inactivity by other translators. We translate it as “unconditional.” And #2411 25 wu wei er wei is translated as
acting unconditionally. Grandmaster explains that it is just doing, without any reasons, motives, exertion; just
doing it naturally.

-To be continued-
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as the desire to win is very strong. Must be number one! When he became number two, he killed
himself. What a pity! What use is being the top student? Grandmaster Lu repeated the same grade
twice and yet he founded the True Buddha School. He has many disciples taking refuge in him and is
now sitting on the dharma throne. Let me tell you, as long as you repeat a grade, you can establish your
own sect! [Grandmaster jokes and chuckles.] It's not necessarily true that being number one is good, so
don't fight for it [don't be so attached to it].

The Buddha said in the most important and final statement, “The one who is in union with the Dao is
the greatest.” This is the intangible! It's so big that there is no exterior, yet small enough that there is no
interior. No outside, no inside—only then would this be the real “big”! The Dao is like that, it's so big
that there is no exterior, but also so small that there is nothing inside. This is what “big” really means.
Non-body is without forms and without appearances. Only then would it be called “big.” Anything with
an appearance would be small!

So you thought you live in a luxurious mansion, eh? Well, how big is it? The square footage of all Rainbow
Villa buildings is over 16,000 square feet! 16,000 square feet is huge, right? The Rainbow Villa is a mansion.
But then, there are also 20,000 square feet houses, and one-acre houses, two-acre houses and so on. Have
you seen them? How could you ever compare? We can't! These things have forms. So you think you live in
a mansion and therefore you are the biggest or the best. You'd think that when you drive a Rolls-Royce, you
are a big shot. Let me tell you, there is a Ferrari that costs over a million dollars! A Rolls-Royce only costs
half of it. One of those Ferraris can get you two Rolls-Royces! Then there's Lamborghini, who can customize
you a car for 10 million dollars. So, you want to compare? You are tiny! The Rolls-Royce is small [cheap]
compared to that. Therefore, nothing should be compared! Let me tell you, anything tangible is not big!

The Buddha says, “The one in union with Dao is the biggest.” Anything without form is the biggest.
Anything tangible, with form and appearance is therefore small. | have emphasized this for you.

“Subhuti, if someone has a body as big as Mount Meru, is his body big? What do you think?”
Subhuti replied, “Very big, indeed, World-honored One. [However,] the Buddha says that [only a]
non-body is called a big body.”

A non-body refers to anything without form and is therefore called the “biggest.” What is anything without
form or phenomena? It is the Dao, it is buddhanature. If you cultivate spiritually to the point where you
have reached no phenomena, where your buddhanature has appeared, that would be the biggest! You're
reading the Vajra Sutra, yet you don't understand what the Buddha says—that [only a] non-body is called
a big body. What is a non-body? Non-body is formless and without any phenomena. And it is the biggest!
It is the Dao, the True Suchness; it is Buddhanature!

Om mani padme hum.

Discourse 32 2021-11-13

Eleven—Supreme Merits Without Condition

“Subhuti! What do you think? Should there be as many Ganges Rivers as there are grains of sand in
the Ganges River, would the number of the grains of sand in those rivers be numerous?”

Subhuti replied, “Very numerous, World-honored One. The number of those rivers would be countless,
and even more so, the grains of sand in them.”

“Subhuti! | shall tell you truthfully, if there is a good man or good woman who fills as many billion-fold
universes® as those grains of sand with seven kinds of precious jewels as an act of giving, would their
blessings be tremendous?”

Subhuti replied, “Tremendous indeed, World-honored One!”
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The South China Sea is relatively closer to China and further away from America, no? Yet the US is still
getting into the South China Sea. America has been sending aircraft carriers there and constructing military
bases on island reefs. America hopes to control everything. [Grandmaster jokes] We have Avalokitesvara in
the South China Sea and the East Sea Dragon King in the East China Sea. There are also Dragon Kings in
the Four Seas of China. If the Seas of China become part of America, where would they live? [laughter] It's
a joke, a modern-day joke!

Having seen all this, Grandmaster feels that the world is a lot like the stories in the famous kungfu novels
written by Jinyong. Everyone is fighting to be the leader! So what Jinyong wrote is not without philosophy.
Everyone is competing to be number one. It isn't just between countries, even the wealthy are fighting to
be the wealthiest. Two rich men don't see each other eye-to-eye, eh? Amazon's boss is very rich, but
Tesla's boss is also very rich, right? When Amazon's boss saw Tesla making money designing electric cars,
he probably thought, “what's the big deal? | can make them too and beat you on it.” Lo and behold,
Amazon is now making electric cars too. You see, both are extremely wealthy, yet they are fighting each
other to be the richest.

Not just that, rivalry even exists among religious sects! If you go to Fo Guang Shan, you won't say that
Tzu Chi is good. If you do, everyone will stare at you and exclaim, “What did you just say?!” [Grandmaster
says this whilst mimicking a sour face. The audience proceeds to laugh.] Or perhaps, if you go to Tzu Chi
and say that Fo Guang Shan is good, [they'll probably say,] “Where are you from? Are you trying to cause
trouble?!” [Grandmaster laughs] In fact, everyone in this world is striving to be the number one.

In the past, there existed the Buddhist Association of the Republic of China. After Taiwan's martial law was
lifted, everyone left the association and so it became an empty shell. The True Buddha School Vajrayana
Association and Fo Guang Shan also became independent—Fo Guang Shan became independent once
martial law was lifted, and so did Tzu Chi. Everyone became independent. In the past, every Buddhist
temple had to carry the name of the association to be under its umbrella. [For instance,] The Nantou
Branch of the so-and-so Temple of Buddhist Association of the R.0.C., Taipei Puji Temple of the Buddhist
Association of the R.0.C., Shandao Temple of Buddhist Association of the R.O.C., Taipei-branch Shandao
Temple of the Buddhist Association of the R.O.C. All sects were under the association.

Monk ID cards were also issued under the association. Grandmaster has a monk ID card issued by Ven.
Wuming, then president of the association. | still carry it with me, so | am a real monk. Grandmaster is
not a fake [chuckles]. Let me see if | have it with me so | can show it to you. If | don't have it with me...
then, oh well. Oh, here it is! [Grandmaster takes out the monk ID card from his wallet.] The membership
card of the Buddhist Association of the Republic of China! Dharma name: Lian-Sheng, Origin: Chiayi,
Taiwan, Name: Sheng-Yen Lu, Male, Birth Date: June 27, 1945, Monk ID No: 002083. [Grandmaster
proceeds to show the card to the audience.] This is a certification from the association. Monks must
have a certificate of ordination. Since we are now independent, monkhood certificates are now issued
through our own True Buddha Foundation, right? See, this is a monk's ID card. Who is in charge?
Nowadays, no one. Everyone is the boss!

Amidst all these fights and contention, let's listen to what Sakyamuni Buddha says, “The one who is
in harmony with the Dao is the biggest.” If you are in union with the Dao, then you are the greatest.
What kind of body does the one with the Dao have? It's the “non-body,” not a physical body, and
not any other form.

Only when you are in union with the Dao are you the number one. It is not the first place that everyone
is striving for. Students too wants to be number one in exams. [He] must be the number one every time,
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Vajracchedika Prajnaparamita Sutra

Vajra Sutra (Diamond Sutra)

Detailed Exposition by Living Buddha Lian-Sheng,
Grandmaster Sheng-yen Lu

Discourse 31 2021-11-07

7-en—Magnificent6° Pureland

The Buddha asked Subhuti, “What do you think? Did the Tathagata obtain anything from the
dharma at Dipamkara Buddha's place?”

Subhuti replied, “No, World-honored One. When the Tathagata was with Dipamkara Buddha, he did
not obtain anything from the dharma.”

“Subhuti, what do you think? Do the bodhisattvas adorn the buddhaland?”
Subhuti replied, “No, World-honored One. Why? Because adorning is not adorning; it is [merely]
called adorning.®'

“That is so, Subhuti. All bodhisattvas and mahasattvas should generate this pure mind, they should
not give rise to the mind which dwells on forms, nor on sound, smell, taste, touch, nor anything at
all. They should instead give rise to the mind which does not dwell on anything.

“Subhuti, if someone has a body as big as Mount Meru, is his body big? What do you think?”

Subhuti replied, “Very big indeed, World-honored One. [However,] the Buddha says that [only a]
non-body is called a big body.”

If someone is as big as Mount Meru, is he considered big? Big, Subhuti replied, very big indeed! Yes,
it is right to say that he is big, but Subhuti also replied that the Buddha says that [only a] non-body
is called a big body. Again, the Buddha emphasized that only a non-body can be called big. The key
point is on the word “big.” But what is the real meaning of big? Subhuti already answered it—the
Buddha says that [only a] non-body is called a big body. He already answered! The significance lies
in the word “big,” whereas Mount Meru is merely a metaphor.

Is our universe big? Big indeed! Is our solar system big? Of course! But our solar system is just one
of the numerous solar systems out there. Imagine that! Just one. Even with the advancement of
science and technology, we still can't quite grasp the actual size of the universe.

Is America big? It is! Is China big? Yes! Is India big? Big indeed! Is Brazil big? Brazil is big as well! Between
nations, who is currently most powerful? We don't dare say, with the big two vying with each other. Both
China and America are in rivalry to be the most powerful. Everyone wants to be the big boss, the leader!
[Grandmaster is doing an impression.] “l am the United States of America, | am the world's superpower,
and | dominate the whole world! Many countries listen to me. Who dares not listen?”

50 vyuha was translated to Chinese as ¥{f#, which has been translated to English as dignified. Vyuha means
magnificence, splendor, adornment as well as supernormal qualities.

 Translator's Note: This phrase means that the buddhaland is magnificent as is, the bodhisattvas are magnificent as

they are and the buddhas too are magnificent as they are. It does not matter if they are adorning or not, they are all
magnificent. Magnificent is just a term or name, and all names are created for a convenience, but even then, it may

not be so fixated. Once the purpose is served, there is no longer any meaning to the name. In other words, there is

no adorning in the buddhaland [as everything is magnificent as is]. Adorning is [merely] a name.
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