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I used to watch the morning traffic reports on
TV during my stay in Seattle, USA, and
often saw the display of a red car and a blue
car showing where they had crashed, and
details of the traffic jam around the accident
site.

Whenever | saw this | would sigh and say,
“Another accident. There goes another
accident. Gosh! Why are there accidents
everyday?”

| found out when | was in Seattle that although
there are not many motorbikes and bicycles,
there are way too many cars in America, and
as a nation, Americans are less likely to break
traffic rules. During rush hour, the roads are
jammed, and highways often turn into huge
parking lots.

Everyday there are cars crashing into each
other. My! How careless! The cars are moving
too fast. So every time | see an accident being
reported, | would put my palms together and
recite, “‘Namo Amitabha Buddha!”

For minor accidents, there is no cause for
alarm. However, a major accident would
result in injury or death, and would bring grief
to all concerned. When a loved one passes
away, the living must bear the grief.

When | entered into samadhi during my
retreat at Leaf Lake, | witnessed a terrifying
scene before my eyes. | saw three monks in a
car on their way to a temple to give a dharma
talk. Running along the north side of the
temple is a river; to the south of the temple

o

__*

there is a steep mountain cliff, and running
between the river and the cliff is a winding
road which is anything but wide.

The car with the monks was going too fast,
and a car suddenly appeared from the
opposite direction. To avoid a head-on
collision, the monks steered their car off the
road and over the steep cliff. Their car spun
twice in mid-air.

| shouted, “Namo Amitabha Buddha” in my
samadhi. Suddenly | saw a giant hand
reaching out from space, catching the car,
and lowering it on the bank of the river. The
hand then disappeared back into space. The
three monks suffered only minor bruises. Had
the car fell into the river, the monks would
have drowned. Had the car crashed on
impact, they would all have been killed. But
they survived the accident unscathed. Though
badly shaken, the three monks put their palms
together in gratitude and thanked the
buddhas and bodhisattvas for saving their
lives.

| was puzzled by what | saw. | did not know
any of the monks, so why did they appear in
my samadhi? What affinity lies underneath?

Later in the samadhi, | saw a few magazines
scattered on the back seat of the car, and the
magazines were Randeng Magazine,
published by True Buddha School. So the
three monks were reading them!
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