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I have a disciple who participated in a
hiking trip, where the group would track
horizontally along the mountain ridge. They
were chatting and laughing along the way,
and when it became dark, they found an
open ground to set up camp so that they may
rest for the night to continue their journey the
following day.

During the night, my disciple, enchanted by
the beauty and atmosphere of the place
under the moonlight, strolled deep into the
forest, and before long, he lost his bearings,
and had no idea where the camp was. In a
huge forest, anyone can easily get lost
during the day, let along during the night.

Just then, the moon remained hidden in the
clouds, and the night sky dimmed, and the
wind was picking up strength. As my disciple
had no idea where he was, it was hard for
him to not be worried. He became terrified
and started screaming, but he was
surrounded in complete darkness, and he
heard no reply. He realized he was
completely lost and nobody would know he
needed help. Perhaps everyone was sound
asleep and as the night got deeper, nobody
was aware that he has disappeared.

He wanted to cry, but crying would not bring
relief. He wanted to shout, but no one was
listening. He was getting nervous, and
unsure of what to do. He regretted strolling
into the forest tracking the seemingly
enchanting moonlight. He calmed down and
decided to move ahead. The further he
walked, the more the ground became

__‘

unfamiliar, and it was not the path he
originally took. After walking for hours, he
returned to where he started.

Eventually, he thought of the Guru’s Mantra:
OM GURU LIAN-SHENG SIDDHI HUM. As
he chanted the mantra seven times, he did
so with all sincerity. Suddenly he saw a flash
of red light to his right. It flashed
intermittently and moved as if someone was
holding a torch, and passed through the right
side of the forest. He followed the red light,
tracking the red light's every move. When
the red light moved towards the left or right,
he would follow accordingly. After walking
for an hour, he finally emerged from the
forest and arrived safely back at camp. He
noticed all his fellow hikers had long gone to
sleep, and there was not a trace of light or
fire. He looked around and the red light was
nowhere to be found.

When dawn arrived, my disciple asked if
anyone had lit a fire during the night.
Everyone was surprised by his question, as
they were all tired last night, had all gone to
sleep early, and no one had lit a fire. He
decided not to pursue the matter as he knew
it was the secret protection from the power of
the mantra. My disciple has always been a
careful and honest person, and he is aware
of the power arising from the samadhi of his
guru. Had it not been for the power of guru’s
samadhi, what red light could have appeared
in the forest?

He had gotten lost and the red light led him
out of his predicament.
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