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™

m  Discours abstrus sur la délivrance
« Pointer du doigt la Lune »

m  Traduit du chinois par Sandrine Fang

™

Un moine me demanda :

— Qu’est-ce que la méthode de la
noblesse de Brahma ?

Je répondis :

— La marque d’'un homme de grande
vertu.

Le moine demanda :

— Pourquoi ne transmettez-vous plus
la méthode de la noblesse de Brahma ?

Je répondis :

— Si je Ienseigne a mainte fois, il y aura
des relations d’opposition et de domination
mutuelles.

Je 1is aux éclats.

Le moine questionna :

— Qu’est-ce que la marque d’'un homme
de grande vertu ?

Je répondis :

— Ce sont Pofficier du Ciel, 'officier de
la Terre et Pofficier de 'Eau qui séjournent
dans le temple des Trois Officiers.

(Voici mes explications : dans le temple
des Trois Officiers, l'officier du Ciel est
Iempereur Yao, lofficier de la Terre est
Pempereur Shun et lofficier de 'Eau est
Pempereur Yu'. Yao, Shun et Yu sont les
grands souverains des Trois Yuan, Trois Pin
et Trois Guan. Apres le fagonnage de leur
statue d’argile, ils ont I'air distingué, noble en
assise ; le genre humain entre dans le temple

Le bouddha vivant Lian-sheng, Sheng-yen Lu

Copyright © Sheng-yen Lu ©2017, Editions Darong

pour briler des encens, se prosterne de-
vant eux et le vénere comme des dieux. Ils
peuvent protéger les étres vivants. Je dis :
la marque d’'un homme de grande vertu est
justement comme cela. Bien qu’ils sont
faconnés en bois ou en argile, on ne peut
pas les provoquer.)

Le moine demanda :

— Désormais, est-ce qu'on aura une
occasion prédestinée pour apprendre la
méthode de Brahma ?

Je répondis :

— Il y en aura, et il n’y en aura pas.

— Pourquoi il y en aura ?

Je répondis :

— Lorsque le révérend maitre Lu se
trouvera content.

— Pourquoi il n’y en aura pas ?

Je répondis :

— Quand je serai content, vous ne
serez pas la.

Le moine sollicita :

— Je prie le maitre de me recevoir
lorsque qu’il est content !

Je répondis :

— Alors, demeurez a Seattle !

I I’empereur Yao (2357-2258 avant J.-C.), Pempereur Shun (2257-2208 avant J.-C.), et 'empereur Yu (?-2197 avant
J.-C).

73



74

I’ambassadeur a dit ainsi

Le 27 mai, j’ai pris le vol BR26 de la
compagnie aérienne Eva Air pour aller de
Taiwan a Seattle, aux Etats-Unis. Lots de Iat-
terrisage, il était déja six heures de l'apres-
midi. A 'aéroport, ma fille Fo-ch’ing et mon
gendre Andy, mon fils Fo-ch’i, ma belle-fille
Sanny, mon petit-fils Lu Hung et ma petite-
fille Lu-chtn, ainsi que mes disciples qui
habitent aux Etats-Unies et au Canada, en-
viron une centaine de personnes sont venus
m’accueillir a Paéroport. C’était tres animé,
ils étaient fous de joie.

Le lendemain, a 5 heures de I'apres-
midi, 'ambassadeur de Taiwan 2 Houston,
M. Liao Dung-chou, et son épouse Judy me
rendirent visite. I’ambassadeur Liao était
d’abord représentant de Taiwan a Seattle, il
a été ensuite transféré a Houston, dans I’état
de Texas.

L’ambassadeur Liao dit :

— Dans une cérémonie de Brahma qui
aeu lieu a Seattle, j’ai appris le nzudri et le mantra
de Brahma. Je les ai pratiqués assidument
pendant plusieurs mois et puis je suis transféré
a Houston, et tout marche trés bien.

11 continua :

— Tout d’abord, pour le bureau de re-
présentations diplomatiques de la République
de Chine, celui de Houston est plus grand
que celui de Seattle, et les affaires y sont plus
compliquées. Depuis que je suis arrivé a
Houston, je peux toujours m’adapter a toutes
les circonstances, les gens sont tranquilles,
les choses harmonieuses, et le travail est tres

agréable.

L’ambassadeur Liao dit encore :

— Les organisations des Chinois d’outre-
mer sont nombreuses a Houston. Les taches
de ces organisations sont dégagées de toute
entrave, et les gens des organisations s’har-
monisent parfaitement, leurs bonnes rela-
tions mutuelles s’accroissent de jour en jour.

11 continua :

— Excepté I'Etat du Texas, j’ai rendu visite
aux gouverneurs des quatre états circonvoisins.
En raison des relations diplomatiques qui
ne sont pas établies entre notre nation et les
Ftats-Unis, certains gouverneurs sont faciles a
rencontrer, certains autres sont difficiles 2
rencontrer ; et méme des gouverneurs ne
regoivent pas du tout les ambassadeurs des
autres nations. Cependant, ayant pratiqué la
méthode de la noblesse de Brahma, J’ai pu
avoir une entrevue avec les gouverneurs des
quatre Etats, et nous avions la joie de nous
rencontrer. En ce qui concerne la diplomatie
internationale, ¢’était un succes.

J’ai écouté les propos de 'ambassadeur
Liao, et jétals extrémement content, car la
méthode de la noblesse de Brahma est ex-
traordinaire, d’'une grande originalité, qui
permet au pratiquant de recevoir le respect
et la révérence. Clest le succes de Fambassadeur
Liao qui a bien gouverné sa barque et 'ex-
cellence de la méthode de la noblesse de

Brahma.



Subhuti heard this from far away and joined his palms with reverence. What Sakyamuni
Buddha said about no differences between self and others really resonated with Subhuti's
heart. When the Buddha returned to his residence, Subhuti paced back and forth right
outside the Buddha's door. Sakyamuni Buddha knew about it and invited Subhuti to come
in. They had a dialogue and connected right away; they had great affinity. Where did the
affinity come from?

The affinity originated from the time when Subhuti was a poisonous snake and captured by
the bird garuda. While they were flying in the sky, they passed by Sakyamuni Buddha who
was sitting halfway up the mountain. The snake asked for the Buddha's help and nodded his
head to the Buddha. By asking for help or praying to the Buddha, he created an affinity. This
is where the affinity originated. That is why affinity—causes and conditions—is extremely
important.

If there is no affinity, it is impossible for Grandmaster [to help] as well. That is why the
Buddha says it is impossible for him to deliver anyone without affinities. One of the three
things a buddha is incapable of is to deliver beings that has no affinity with him.

There are many people coming from faraway places pleading me to solve their sicknesses. If |

feel there is no dharma power flowing when | extend my hand, then | know this person does

not have affinity with me and it is impossible for me to cure their illness. No matter what | do,
| would not be able to help them as the affinity is too shallow.

But for those with affinity, miracles occurred. Elizabeth [one of the visiting disciples] is here
now and she has affinity with Grandmaster. When she visited Seattle [in 2014], she had a
tumor inside her brain as shown in the MRI and X-ray results. The night after meeting
Grandmaster, she had a dream of Grandmaster becoming a surgeon, wheeling her into an
operating room, opening up her brain and taking the tumor out, leaving just a little bit of
skin residue behind. In the dream, | told her that | took out her tumor and there was only a
little bit of skin left.

She dreamed of Grandmaster operating on her brain, inside her skull. Did you feel pain?
[Grandmaster asked Elizabeth.] “No,” [Elizabeth answered]. Surgery in dreams is not painful,
but in real life, do you want to try? [laughter] With anesthesia you might not feel the pain and
in dreams too, you don't feel anything. The night passed; Elizabeth saw the surgeon was
Grandmaster [referring to himself], but | am not a surgeon, | never studied medicine.
[laughter] | do not even dare to kill chickens, but my mom did. She beheaded them while
chanting, “chicken, chicken, your life is endless suffering; Let me help you get a new life.” Cut!
[spoken in Taiwanese with laughter].

-To be continued-
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Discourse 7 2021-08-15

N ow, we will discuss further regarding the venerable elder Subhuti, as in the excerpt:

At that time, the venerable elder Subhuti was present at the assembly. He rose from his
seat, bared his right shoulder, knelt on his right knee, and with palms joined, respectfully
bowed and addressed the Buddha saying, “World-honored One, the Tathagata's sublime
mindfulness and entrustment to the bodhisattvas is indeed extraordinary.

“World-honored One, when good men and good women give rise to the mind of anuttara
samyaksambodhi and strive for perfect enlightenment, how should they dwell in their minds
and how should they master their minds?”

The Buddha said, “Excellent, Subhuti. As you said, the Tathagata is mindful of the
bodhisattvas and entrusts the bodhisattvas. Now listen carefully while I tell you how the
mind of good men and women should abide when they strive for the perfect enlightenment
of anuttara samyaksambodhi and how they should master their minds.”

“Wonderful indeed is your teaching, World-honored One. | will pay heed to what you say.”

You should understand this excerpt readily, it is about the questions asked by Subhuti. This is
quite clear, right? | do not need to explain further. Let me elaborate briefly on Subhuti instead.

Subhuti was born with high intelligence, but he still carried the seed of hatred and anger
from his past lives. Therefore, Sakyamuni Buddha first taught Subhuti the paramita or
perfection of endurance. The meditative concentration that Subhuti attained is the samadhi
of non-contention, then he attained the samadhi of emptiness.

In his dharma propagation, the Buddha visited the village where Subhuti resided. Subhuti
had heard that the Buddha was a very wise person, though Subhuti also considered himself
possessing a high level of wisdom. When the Buddha discoursed the dharma, Subhuti was
standing at a far distance, listening.

The Buddha explained that all sentient beings are equal; there is no difference between self
and others. The Buddha spoke on the ultimate dharma, the highest level of dharma. He also
said, “Sentient beings are |, and | am sentient beings. There is no difference between self
and others. All beings are equal.”
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a symbol of auspiciousness; therefore, his second name is Shanji which means good and
auspicious. Seven days later, all the treasures and luxurious manors reappeared. That's why
his family gave him a third name, Shanxian which means good manifestation. Therefore,
Subhuti's names are Born Empty, Good and Auspicious and Good Manifestation.

That's why the title of Chapter Two is Shanxian's Request. Shanxian is Subhuti. It is the same
as Subhuti requesting Sakyamuni Buddha to give dharma teaching. That is the meaning of
the title of Chapter Two—Subhuti's Request.

That's how the name Shanxian came about. Now do you understand? Master Lianwang's wild
guess was like trying to catch a fish in a dark pond, and he caught it! Shanxian is Subhuti's
name. He was originally given named Kongsheng, then Shanji. His third name is Shanxian.

At that time, the venerable elder Subhuti was present at the assembly. He rose from his seat,
bared his right shoulder, knelt on his right knee, and with palms joined, respectfully bowed
and addressed the Buddha.

Why did he bare his right shoulder and knelt on his right knee? I'm asking all of you. Tibetan
lamas always bare their right shoulders. We asked them, “why do you bare your right
shoulder?” They said, “because it's sexy.” [Grandmaster laughed heartily.] One geshe told me
that. | will not mention his name. He said, “because it's sexier this way.”

Also, the right knee is a tradition in the Indian kingdom. You bared the right shoulder and
knelt on your right knee primarily to show that everything moves clockwise. Clockwise
represents the correct path or the proper way. When we do the proper thing, we use the
right shoulder and the right knee. Whenever we circumambulate around a pagoda,
mountain, lake or temple, it's always done clockwise, never counterclockwise. It's the same
when you turn the dharma mantra wheel; it's always clockwise, never counterclockwise. You
want it to be clockwise, which represents the right dharma.

If it's counterclockwise, it symbolizes the deviant or the wrong path. If you show your right
shoulder or right arm, that means you're on the right path. It's not to show off your sexiness,
like what the geshe said. “Geshe” is like a doctorate degree in buddhism. There are several
different levels of geshe, like high level or low level geshe. We asked him, “why did you just
show your right shoulder and not your left shoulder?” He said, “to be sexy.” Right or left
shoulder should be the same [in case of being sexy].

That's all for today. Om mani padme hum.
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Vajracchedika Prajnaparamita Sutra
Vajra Sutra (Diamond Sutra)
Detailed Exposition by Living Buddha Lian-Sheng,
Grandmaster Sheng-yen Lu

Discourse 6 2021-08-14

Two—Subhuti's Request

At that time, the venerable elder Subhuti was present at the assembly. He rose from his seat,
bared his right shoulder, knelt on his right knee, and with palms joined, respectfully bowed and
addressed the Buddha saying, “World-honored One, the Tathagata's sublime mindfulness and
entrustment to the bodhisattvas is indeed extraordinary.

“World-honored One, when good men and good women give rise to the mind of anuttara
samyaksambodhi and strive for perfect enlightenment, how should they dwell in their minds and
how should they master their minds?”

The Buddha said, “Excellent, Subhuti. As you said, the Tathagata is mindful of the bodhisattvas
and entrusts the bodhisattvas. Now listen carefully while I tell you how the mind of good men
and women should abide when they strive for the perfect enlightenment of anuttara
samyaksambodhi and how they should master their minds.”

“Wonderful indeed is your teaching, World-honored One. | will pay heed to what you say.”

At this time, Sakyamuni Buddha just attained Buddhahood; he knew this was happening. He
manifested himself as a monk sitting halfway up the mountain meditating. The garuda
carrying the snake passed by the monk. The snake cried out for help and nodded his head to
the monk, to pay homage. He gestured to the monk, “monk, please save me.” He was about
to become food. But the monk, who was actually Sakyamuni Buddha, did not save him, and
he ended up being eaten by the garuda.

Although the snake cried for help from Sakyamuni Buddha and nodded his head respectfully,
Sakyamuni Buddha did not save him. That was one of his lifetimes that was recorded in the
Avadanasataka Sutra.

In a later lifetime, he was reincarnated as a child in a Brahman family. This Brahman family
was very wealthy and had many houses filled with gold, silver and precious items. However,
when he was born, everything was gone. That's why his family named him Kongsheng,
meaning born empty. His family said, “as soon as you were born, all our treasures
disappeared, we became empty.” So they named him Born-Empty. They went to see a mystic
who told them that it was an auspicious sign. The mystic said that he is a good child, and he's
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